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Speech to UN: However laudable the President’s intentions in his address to the United Nations, first 
spot reactions here are not too optimistic about the chances of the “international agency” plan. Some 
observers believe that even this tentative scheme of pooling fissionable material for “peaceful purposes” 
might encounter strong opposition in Congress. First reactions on Capitol Hill showed caution. It is 
asked why the President did not consult Congress before making such an offer; and, as a matter of fact, 
why he did not consult the legislative body before attending the Bermuda Conference. 

Indeed, foreign observers here privately expressed hopes some weeks ago that the President would 
consult the legislative leaders and even take some with him to Bermuda. So far as we can discover no 
such consultations took place, no such invitations were extended to Congressional leaders. If trouble 
develops, this omission might prove serious. 

As for the acceptance of the Russian offer to hold a meeting of the four foreign ministers in Berlin 
— the scheme hardly inspires enthusiasm in all quarters. Ike previously had called for a show of good 
faith from the USSR, as a pre-condition to holding such a conference. There has been none. And, it 
is asked, won’t such a meeting result in a feeling of hopelessness among the enslaved peoples of Eastern 
Europe — peoples who last spring showed signs of throwing off their shackles? Won’t they conclude that 
the U.S. has abandoned them and is recognizing the permanence of the giant slave empire? Hardly 
good “psychological warfare” tactics. It looks like Messrs. Dulles and Eisenhower suffered a defeat at 
Bermuda. 


Plans for a Purge: What Republicans fear even more than an all-out fight between Ike and Joe is a 
White House plan to nominate congressional candidates who follow the White House line and to defeat 
such Republican candidates for renomination who oppose that line. If that plan goes into effect, the con- 
vulsions in the GOP will be severe. 

Officially there are strong disclaimers of this intent and officially the Citizens for Eisenhower organi- 
zation, headed by Walter Williams, is only going to back congressional candidates after their primary 
nominations. But enough has leaked out to confirm fears by incumbent GOP members of Congress that 
they will — many of them — have to face a surreptitious organization pushing for the nomination of 
New Deal Republican candidates in next spring’s primaries. 

The surreptitious organization is said to be headed by Paul Hoffman and has close liaison with the 
Walter Williams body. Bernard Shanley, White House aide and others (among them C. D. Jackson) in 
the Executive branch are reported to be active in laying plans. Assistant President Sherman Adams is 
reported to be “not averse”, and a big war chest is available. Studies, it is said, have been made to 
determine which congressional districts offer the best chance of upsetting “isolationists” and “reaction- 
aries”. It is all designed to eliminate the Taft wing of the Party, and to “rebuild” the Republican Party 
as a “liberal” or “me-too” organization. > 










Some members of Congress are not worried about defeat at the hang 
like the prospect of raising an extra campaign chest, for a primary in whigh 
opposition. Others, while sure they can be renominated, fear that this Exgaghow 4 hatchet” organization 
will cause such disruption in the party that the Democratic candidate may ha 3 hance to win. 


Se body. But they don’t 
Mbually have no serious 


No observers believe that the plotters will succeed in nominating of ofc ing a “liberal” slate. But 
they do fear that the results of this activity may lead to irreparable damage to the Party. It is recalled 
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that Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1938 staged an official purge of certain conservative Democratic members 
of the Senate and House. In all cases but one, the President was rebuffed by the voters. But it is 
also recalled that it was in the election campaign of 1938 that the Republicans made the first real “come- 


back”’ since the defeat of 1932; in ’38 the GOP won 90 seats and again became a threat to the Democratic 
regime. 


GOP Loses the South: When Attorney General Brownell filed his brief before the Supreme Court, 
opposing segregation in public schools, he thereby alienated the South — in the view of many political 
observers here. The honeymoon of the South and the Eisenhower Administration, which gave him elec- 
ioral votes of 4 Southern states, has come to an end. It is true that the GOP Administration has spurned the 
FEPC, which Southerners opposed, and pushed states rights in the tidelands legislation. But neither of 
these measures affected many Southerners. Elimination of segregation, however, would be felt by the mass 
of the white people in the South. There is little doubt that Brownell’s legal step is recognized as a hostile 
one in the South and, in the eyes of the Southerners, the Eisenhower Administration now appears as no 
different from the preceding regime of Truman. 

With this development, of course, there comes to an end the pious hopes expressed for creation of a 
“real Republican” party in the South, at least for a long time to come. Such aspirations actually had 
scant basis for realization. The label “Republican” finds little welcome in Dixie and the votes that won 
4 states for Ike came from Democrats who had no intention of deserting the Democratic Party as such. 

A vast amount of nonsense has been talked, mainly by New Dealers, about the creation of a “real 
Republican” party in the South. Finis is written to that for some time to come, as politicos see it in Wash- 
ington. Recently the Republican Party of Virginia waged an intense campaign for the governorship of that 
state and was defeated by the Byrd Democratic candidate. We found few conservative Republicans in 
favor of this GOP effort and some of these voted for the Byrd candidate. The GOP candidate, however, 


got fulsome support from left-wing Democrats and CIO people. Obviously, this is not the road to follow 
if you want realignment of parties. 
But does the Southern revulsion against the GOP mean that the South will straightway return to 


the bosom of the Democratic Party? Not necessarily, especially when one takes into consideration the 
New Deal character of Adlai Stevenson. The present situation, therefore, offers a great opportunity for 


Northern Republican leaders, who are not New Dealers, to bring about a coalition with their Southern 
counterparts. Such a coalition would solve many problems. 


Not Merely Gossip: The “Mystery of the MIG” has caused much discussion over Capital dinner 
tables. It may be recalled that in September a North Korean Communist pilot flew his Russian plane into 
the U.S. lines and got a $100,000 reward from the U.S. for it. The U.S. Air Force wanted to get a 
MIG to study how it was made and to try to ascertain where the Russians got the parts and material. After 
we got the MIG, it was taken to Okinawa for study. Then rumors spread that some parts of the plane ob- 
viously came from the U.S. The truth or falsity of this charge is what many here would like to clarify. 
Meanwhile, the MIG has been sent back to Korea and there is a report that our diplomats want to hand 
it back to the enemy, as a “peace token”. 

@ John McCormack, Democratic leader in the House, is telling his Republican colleagues that the 
Democratic members are going to “turn isolationist” in the coming session of Congress. There’s some 
banter in this threat, but it’s not entirely banter. Not only is there strong sentiment in Northern, usually 
Democratic, districts against foreign aid and global planning, but Democratic members see a way to em: 


barrass GOP opponents. For the latter would be pressed by the White House to give lip service to Ike’s 
globaloney and world state tendencies. 


@ Judge Youngdahl of the Appeals Court is said to be considering resignation. The pitch is re- 
ported to be this — that the GOP wants Youngdahl to go back to Minnesota (of which he was recently 
Governor) and to run against Democratic Senator Hubert Humphrey next year for the latter’s Senate seat. 
The GOP believes Youngdahl could win easily. (Humphrey feared this originally; he persuaded Tru- 
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man to appoint the Republican Governor Youngdahl to the bench — on the ground that the latter is a 
“liberal” — in order to get this strong potential opponent out of the way.) 

@ In the controversy between Senator McCarthy and the White House press department over the 
number of telegrams received, the Senator made the best showing. While the former claimed that wires 
supporting Joe were only 2 to 1, friends of McCarthy claimed 6 to 1 in his favor. The Senator did not 
claim this, preferring the tactic of “leaning over backward”. But the inept and possibly mendacious 
treatment of the matter by the White House press section swayed many to the side of McCarthy. 


Labor: A photo-engravers union closed down all of New York’s papers by a strike and crippling picket 
lines. Yet, it could just as well have been the Newspaper Guild, CIO. An illuminating piece of evidence 
shows how the Commies were able to swing the last Guild election of president. The defeated candidate, 
Harry Martin, wrote a letter which was published in the Guild Reporter on November 13. In it, he re- 
ferred to the “traditional and very welcome opposition to myself from Communists and fellow-wavellers 
who, in this particular election, cast the deciding votes on explicit orders from the party hierarchy”. 

He goes on: “This was clearly demonstrated in the unanimous anti-Martin votes cast by such openly 
Communist units as the Daily Worker (NY) and the Peoples World (San Francisco). These, with the 
scattering of a few hundred individual reds still remaining here and there in the Guild jurisdiction, pro- 
vided at least twice the 214-vote margin against me in the election. I am still proud to have lost with 
the support of the outstanding Guild leaders in some 70 of the 89 participating locals, rather than to have 
won with the support of stooges for the enemies of democracy.” 

The average person may well ask why does the Guild permit Communists and such units as the 
Daily Worker to be members of the union organization at all? 


The Real Isolationists: Fifteen national committees of the International Chamber of Commerce re- 
cently presented a memorandum in which they depict American imports and tariff restrictions as interfering 
with world trade. 


It is time this canard were laid to rest. True, tarifis and trade restrictions are not to be condoned, 
by any country; but making Uncle Sam the chief culprit is plainly dishonest, and has for its purpose the 
extorting of more dollars from the American taxpayer to maintain the decrepit economies of the accus- 
ing nations. 

The fact is this: if we dropped all our tariffs and trade restrictions, Europe as a whole could not sell 


us any more goods than she does, simply because most European countries make it impossible for their 
nationals to buy from us. Trade is a two-way street. You cannot sell unless you are willing to buy. 
Most European countries have higher tariffs than we have, and, in addition, prevent the entrance of goods 
by their system of cartels and exchange controls. We were told last week by one of the largest oil pro- 
ducers in this country that before the war twenty-five per cent of his company’s lubricating oil business 
was with Europe; today, the restrictions on American goods have pushed him out of the European market. 
The president of a steel company reports that because of tariffs and restrictions the price of his product 
in England is twice the American price; on the other hand, when he meets English steel in other coun- 
tries, he finds their price lower than ours, which means that the British government taxes its citizens so as 
to be able to subsidize its exports. 

Europe does not want to sell us goods because she does not want to buy goods from us. It is time 
our governmnet threw the gauntlet down to these Europeans who are constantly accusing us of economic 
isolationism, and using that charge to give some semblance of justification for their begging for dollars. 


Why don’t they drop their own tariffs? Why don’t they free their currency from controls? Why don’t 


they abolish their cartel systems? Why don’t they drop their socialism? Not until they do, will their 
charge against us have any validity. 
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DISCRIMINATION AT CHRISTMAS 


Some of your friends would best like to be remembered this Christmas with a subscription to 
HUMAN EVENTS. Why? Because they are your friends. 


As you are a reader of this publication, it can be assumed that you associate with people 
interested in public affairs. For them, you could not select a more appropriate gift. Not only 
will this commentary on the course of events appeal to them, but every week it will be a welcome 


































































































reminder of an intellectual bond between you. 
At least six of your friends are in this category. Below is space for six subscriptions; if you 
want to remember more, a letter will serve as a subscripiton blank. 
Time is getting short. Send in your Christmas subscriptions now — and just before Christmas 
your friends will receive the first number, with proper notice, of course, that you are the cause ; 
of its coming. I 
Keep in mind, too, that whenever thereafter you meet with these people, conversation will be 
enlivened with some such remark as “according to HUMAN EVENTS...” fre 
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CROWN OR CROSS? 
By GEORGE MORGENSTERN 








But whereunto shall I liken this generation? It is like unto children sitting 
in the markets, and calling unto their fellows, 
And saying, We have piped unto you, and ye have not danced; we have 
mourned unto you, and ye have not lamented. 
— Matt. 11:16 


NDEED, THIS COULD BE a description of this unhappy time, as it seemed to Jesus an ap- 
propriate description of the men of His own time. This is a generation grown numb 
from repeated shock, far beyond laughter, much beyond tears. It is a generation ill 
taught and incapable, too, of teaching itself from its own experience. Hope is remote, 
and cynicism a usual substitute for belief. The only apocalyptic deliverance that seems 
likely to this age is atomic. 

In the intercourse of states, in ideological disputation, and in the arts of governing 
and being governed, Christian love is as rare as Christian charity, justice, or magnanim- 
his cad | ity. Angry men snap back and forth, and angry nations threaten with the clenched fist. 
Slaughter has been great; it has the potentiality of becoming universal. 

Humility is a Christian virtue. It is known these days only as a jibe related to a 
popular entertainer. The wisdom of the ages is forgotten because it is not considered suf- 
ficiently engrossing to be transmitted by electronic impulse. The moral and spiritual teach- 
ings which are the heritage of western civilization, and which have given continuity and 
meaning to the race of western man, are heeded, if at all, for a brief hour one day in 
hin seven, and whether they are understood is another matter. 

Yet God is invoked often enough. He is invoked in self-righteousness and self-justifi- 
cation, never so much as when the masters of temporal power confront their shrunken 
souls in the tiny closet of their conscience. Thus this generation has heard the chosen leader 
of the greatest of nations announce to his countrymen that that nation had mastered and 
unleased a terrible, unknown instrument of power against their enemies, without warn- 
ing, without remorse. In the flash of seconds it had erased or left maimed and twisted 
a quarter of a million fellow humans; and the leader, who had decreed that absolute ob- 
literation, could call for divine approbation, saying: 





“We may thank God that it has come to us instead of to our enemies, and we pray 
___.] that He may guide us to use it in His way and for His purpose.” 
o'r. The leader of another great nation, honored as have been few of his generation, 
“| could comfortably remark that by this means there was provided ‘‘a merciful abridgment 


of the slaughter”, and that the use of this dreadful device thereupon enabled the victors 
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“to lay healing hands’ upon the tortured peoples ‘‘at the cost of a few explosions”. 

In this age of inverted enlightenment there arose a new doctrine in law by which 
the acts of states were translated into personal guilt and those men who were so unfor- 
tunate as to lead a nation into defeat paid for this novel crime by having their necks 
snapped at the end of a rope. 

The arbitrament of international disputes was no longer settled in honorable con- 
tests of arms, but one side or the other must now surrender “unconditionally”, so that 
its women might be violated, its men enslaved to pay “reparations in kind’’, the machines 
providing its livelihood pillaged, and its future governed by a ‘“‘plan” envisioning the sow- 
ing of its conquered plains with salt like the Carthage of old. 

In the midst of this world dedicated to the process of reducing urban wilderness to 
deserts, with the final prospect that they would be peopled by apes and lizards and insects, 
there was created a multilingual tower where a mundane heaven was to be achieved through 
resort to taunts and insults. Round about, the unheeding populace goggled at boxes pro- 
viding them insight, through windows of opaque glass, into the doings of a demented 
world; or solemnly argued the merits of some pontifical figure, or the vice and evil of 
another. 

They wept not, nor did they dance. 

So, shall it be said, ‘““O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come?”’ Or shall allowance be made and compassion granted? 

For at this season, once more, it is proper to remind ourselves of the all-encompassing 


mercy which promises that, however late, it is never too late for redemption. 


B” BEFORE THERE CAN be even the possibility of redemption men must scrutinize their 
motives and sanctify their aspirations and know the road to righteous living. Before 
them there is an example undimmed by the passage of two thousand years. 

That example is founded upon living experience and an association with humankind, 
as well as upon divine endowment. In that lies the best assurance that Jesus would un- 
derstand the enormities of this generation, for He looked into the hearts of the men of his 
time and catalogued their trespasses. Divinity walked the earth and lived among men as 
a man may live — even One with an unique sense of mission. Human parenthood through 
Mary guaranteed His sympathy with men, while divine origin insured ability to transcend 
all human limitations of conduct. One so endowed would surely understand the frail- 
ties of lesser men. 

No child comes into a world of pain without bringing pain or knowing pain: “A 


woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because her hour is come: but as soon as she is 
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delivered of the child, she remembereth no more the anguish, for joy that a man is born 





into the world.” And so, long ago, at Bethlehem there were good tidings of great joy. 


The act of birth into a world of men was affirmation of the community of Jesus with 
mankind. The travail of the Virgin recapitulated a universal human experience which 
had infinite capacity to touch the hearts of the faithful, so that there arose that disposition 


to seek the intercession of the Virgin which was one of the most touching testimonies of 
medieval Christendom. 

But the ending of the birth pangs are not the end of pain in human experience; for 
the newcomer, they are beginning. The career of Jesus was never free from the shadows 
of threatening tragedy, which cast their ominous cover upon His way, as in the end the 
cross was to do on the road to Calvary. He dwelt close to the realities of experience known 
to the men of His time, subject, as they, to the accidents and anxieties to which common 
mortals are heir, but moved inexorably by the greater destiny, portentous at every step of 
the way. 

This tragic progression was an act of volition and sacrifice in the cause of humanity. 
The prophets of old had likewise been indifferent to the harshest of fates. Having acted 
as God’s men should act, they left the consequences to take care of themselves. Results 
which ordinary men might call calamities were mere incidents in God’s ordering of events. 
Whether a course of action led to a crown or to a cross was of slight moment as long as 
the will of heaven was performed. Yet a mere reformer in this tradition might have been 
more moderate, more calculating, and more worldly wise in dealing with religious and po- 
litical authority. That was not Jesus’s choice. It does Him less than credit to say that the 
end was fated, not embraced. 

This experience proclaims that compromise has no place in the search for righteous- 
ness. There is no half-way house. If Christians accept the inescapable postulate that the 
good life is the perfect life, the determination of righteousness can only lie in unsparing 
honesty of judgment on one’s self, however much the part of compassion may dictate charity 
in judging others. 

Perhaps man is incapable of such high resolution, and perhaps he is destined in any 
event to fail in its realization. The failure can be absolved if the effort of attainment has 
been made; it can be forgiven if man fails in striving for a high and not a petty end. But 
to destroy ourselves for nothing, to let life slip away in a dedication to irrelevancies or to 
base and trifling preoccupations — that is what we cannot forgive ourselves. 

If these requirements seem excessive, let us never forget that what Jesus demanded 
of others He Himself was ready to perform. His loyalty to an absolute ideal carried Him 


from His carpenter’s home in Nazareth to Christendom’s cross on the Golgotha Hill. 









N THIS SEASON of regeneration we are inspired by the knowledge that the iron reso- 
I lution of His mighty example was born of such weakness as is in us when we are 
born. There is comfort and assurance to weak and fallible men that God was manifested 
in a Child. What is weaker than a child? Not even the weakness of man at his weakest. 
What has less power to struggle with the demons that seek possession of the souls of men? 
But what has more promise than a child? For a child is unfulfilled; his works and the 
realization of himself are still to come. Everything is possible to him. It is in the sense 
that we are reborn at the Nativity that we gather strength to overcome our weakness. 

So let us be consoled and recapture some of the serenity of the first Christmas. We 
are on familiar ground, though most of us have not seen or ever will see this place of the 
Nativity. Still, we feel the bite of the clear night air, we look up to the bright shining 
stars; we see, over the shoulders of the Magi kneeling to drink, the reflection of the signal 
Star of Bethlehem in the waters of the well. We witness the shepherds in the fields as once 
more they raise their watchful eyes from their flocks and begin to trace their way toward 
the manger. We hear the lowing of the cattle, and see the eye of the ox and the ass turned 
toward the Child. 

What does it matter that in this world each man carries his cross in his own spiritual 
torment? He has a Companion along the way. Whatever the burdens of the hour, the 
crown is within reach. Let us remember the admonition: ‘‘No cross, no crown.” 

If this is an evil world, the testimony of Jesus’s experience is that it was always an 
evil world. Yet He was here to help men overcome the evil, and, by achieving govern- 
ment over themselves, to hasten the arrival of a new regime of truth. For Christians it 
is impossible to take, with Pilate, the comparative view and say, “What is truth?” To 
hesitate to acknowledge and condemn in one’s self the failings that contribute to the evils 
of an age fallen from grace is to evade the most rigorous of all duties. 

The sustaining force of Jesus is never greater than in the proofs displayed of His sense 
of obligation to mankind. If He was wholly on the side of God in the great struggle be- 
tween the powers of good and evil, yet He was supremely conscious that He took sides with 
God in the service of humanity. This knowledge should be enough to provide us with the 
saving sense that if the rout of the evils of this world were worthy of the labors of the 
Savior, it is worthy of the labors of ourselves. For we have inherited a legacy, and, if any- 
thing, it has grown and become worse since the time of Tiberius. The task is great, and 
the hour advanced, but the summons is before us: 


The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast 
off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light. 
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